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Introduction to the Samurai

• Story of the Samurai is the story of Japan

• More than 700 Years of rule

• Impossible to understand modern Japan without knowing the 
values of the samurai
• In modern Japan their role in history is controversial 



Samurai: A Short History

• The samurai (or bushi) were the warriors of pre-modern Japan. 

• They made up the ruling military class that eventually became 
the highest-ranking social caste of the Edo Period (1603-1867). 

• Samurai employed a range of weapons such as bows and 
arrows, spears, and guns

• The historic weapon and symbol was the katana.
• But not the most practical

https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2128.html


Samurai: A Short History

• The classic samurai trace their origins to the Heian Period  (710 – 1185). 

• Warriors were increasingly hired by wealthy landowners that had grown 
independent of the central government and built armies for their own 
protection.

• The two most powerful of these landowning clans, the Minamoto and 
Taira, eventually challenged the central government and battled each 
other for supremacy over the entire country.

• Minamoto Yoritomo emerged victorious and set up a new military 
government in 1192, led by the shogun or supreme military commander. 



Samurai: A Short History

• During the chaotic era of warring states in the 15th and 16th centuries, 
Japan splintered into dozens of independent states constantly at war with 
one another. 

• Warriors were in high demand. It was also the era when ninja warriors 
(Shinobi) specialized in unconventional warfare, were most active. 

• Many of the famous samurai movies by Kurosawa are set during this time.



Samurai: A short History

• Three famous daimyo spearheaded the unification in the 
late 1500’s

•After the great Battle of Sekigahara in 1600, one man took 
control of all Japan. 

• Tokugawa Ieyasu became shogun in 1603

• Tokugawa Period (Edo Period – 1603-1867)



Samurai: A Short History

Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582) Toyomoti Hideyoshi (1536-1598) Tokygawa Ieyasu  (1543-1616)



Samurai: A short History

• Edo Period peak of Samurai power (1603-1868). 

• The Tokugawa shogunate was a very stable and peaceful period, 
and the samurai were the guardians of this peace. 

• Samurai were the cultural elite of Japan during the Edo period
• Developed the tea ceremony, flower arranging, and martial arts.



Samurai: A Short History

• Edo Period - Rigid social caste system 

• Samurai at the top, followed by the farmers, artisans and 
merchants respectively. 

• Samurai were forced to live in castle towns, were the only ones 
allowed to own and carry swords and were paid in rice by 
their daimyo or feudal lords. 

• Masterless samurai were called Ronin and caused minor troubles 
during the 1600s.



Samurai: A short History

• Meji Restoration (1868-1912)

• Significant social, political and economic change

• Controlled acceptance of West

• Industrialization

• Social classes gradually disintegrated

• Abolition of the feudal system and the adoption of a cabinet system 
of government. 



Samurai Code of Bushido

• Bushido's Eight Virtues

• I. Rectitude or Justice. ...

• II. Courage. ...

• III. Benevolence or Mercy. ...

• IV. Politeness. ...

• V. Honesty and Sincerity. ...

• VI. Honor. ...

• VII. Loyalty. ...

• VIII. Character and Self-Control.



A SAMURAI 
TOUR OF TOKYO

13



Castle Visits

• Castles

• Castles developed over the centuries from small defensive 
forts built high up on mountains into massive complexes at 
the heart of cities, where they served as the status symbol, 
administrative center and residence of the local lord. 

• The lord's samurai vassals resided in the town surrounding 
the castle: the higher their rank, the closer they were 
allowed to reside to the castle.



Himeji Castle 

Matsumoto Castle 

Castles to Visit

Southern Japan



Odawara Castle



Odawara Castle



Hakone



Hakone

Lake Ashnoko



Hakone



Odawara Castle



Ueno Park Museum



Ueno Park

Devastation of Ueno after the battle, 1868



Ueno Park Tokyo



Tokugawa Mausoleum



Ueno Park Tokyo



Shibuya Park



Shibuya Park



Imperial Palace, Tokyo



Imperial Palace, Tokyo



Imperial Palace, Tokyo



Imperial Palace, Tokyo



Imperial Palace, Tokyo



Samurai in Nikko



Nikko Emperor’s 
Summer Home







Nikko Emperor’s 
Summer Home



Samurai Procession of Warriors



Samurai Spring Parade in Nikko



Samurai Spring 
Parade in Nikko



Hatori Hanzo



Hatori Hanzo



Hatori Hanzo



Hatori Hanzo



Hatori Hanzo



Hanzomon Station



47 Ronin



53 Ronin



Bath before seeing the 
Shogun



47 Ronin
Mori Tower
shopping and office space

Roppongi District, Tokyo



Mori Tower Park



47 Ronin



Sengakugi 
Temple



53 Ronin



Kubi-Arai 

The Head-Washing Well



Asano’s Grave





Sengakugi Temple

Asakusa Line



Kill Bill

Quentin Tarantino

Uma Thurman



Kill Bill



Kill Bill
Gonbachi
Restaurant



Gonbachi 
Restaurant



Samurai Museum
(Shinjuku, Tokyo)





Samurai Museum



Samurai 
Museum



THANK YOU

NICHOLAS EFTIMIADES

Nick@shinobienterprises.com
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